Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian

Chicago, IL

June 18, 2013

TO THE REVEREND CLERGY, MEMBERS OF THE DIOCESAN COUNCIL, DELEGATES AND
FAITHFUL SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE ARMENIAN DIOCESE OF CANADA;

“t give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have foved you,
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.” {(Gospel of John 13: 34-35)

it was a tremendous honor for me to have been nominated, with the approval of His
Holiness Karekin {l, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, for consideration as the
Primate of your diocese. | gave this nomination serious consideration through prayer and
meditation. | was invited to be present for the election process and on May 25" was given the
good news that | was your new Primate-elect.

However, as Primate-elect | have watched with deep pastoral concern and sadness the
recent events dividing members of the Diocese. Christ himself encourages us all to have “love
for one another” so that the world will know who we are.

Throughout my life | have been inspired by four generations of clergy in my family and
by my mentors. Through them | have found the strength to serve with faith and conviction,
with dignity and grace and to put the interests of the church ahead of any personal wants,
needs or desires. My training at the seminaries in Holy Etchmiadzin, Jerusalem and St. Nersess
{NY), have shown me the unity and beauty of the Armenian Church and Nation. | have always
answered God’s Call to serve our Diocesan parishes, our beloved Armenian youth, the elderly
and all of God’s children without discrimination. Each time God has called upon me to serve, |
have come away with a deeper commitment and devotion to Our Lord and His mission here on
earth.

On May 26™ of this year, while celebrating the Divine Liturgy for my faith-filled
community of St. Gregory in Chicago, a community which | have served for over fifteen years, |
pledged to God that | was ready and willing for the “sweet yoke” to be placed upon my
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shoulders as your Primate. These past weeks since then have been personally difficult for me
to witness.

After much prayer and deliberation | believe that it is in the best interest of the
Armenian Faithful of Canada that | withdraw as the Primate-elect of Canada, effective
immediately. It is my fervent prayer that through this action, this great community can begin
the healing process. We must remember that when Holy Muron (Chrism) is placed on our
foreheads, at the time of our baptism, it was a pledge and commitment to serve God. This Holy
Muron, the sign of the Holy Spirit, must be seen universally that our mission is one and
undivided. Holy Muron also empowers us to ask for forgiveness when forgiveness is needed.
Forgiveness is a sign of healing and strength.

| believe that you have the resolve within yourselves to put aside any differences you
may have and unite around the Body of Christ and your Parish Priests, so you must trust my
decision to withdraw as Primate-elect. Understand that the best gift | can give to you during
this time of change and transition is to step aside and allow God to guide you through these
waters.  Today my faith and passion have grown stronger to serve Our Lord. | believe, as
painful as it may be, this is what is best for the Faithful Armenians of Canada.

| was truly humbled to have been called to serve you as your Primate. | now serve you
as a clergyman of the Armenian Church asking you to “Love one another” as Christ has loved
you and blessed you with His eternal blessings.

I will always value the confidence and trust you placed in me and my leadership. |
always stand ready to serve The Lord, and His children wherever He may call me. If in the
future it is God’s Will for me to serve you once again, it will be my honor to do so. | humbly ask
you to pray for me, as | continue to pray for God’s blessings upon each of you, the Mother See
of Holy Etchmiadzin, His Holiness Karekin Il and all of God’s children.

Until we meet again, | remain your humble servant,
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Fr. Aren Jebejian *

Copy to: HH Karekin 11
Catholicos of All Armenians
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un <nNasrnruuuLus, BoUUwUL unNN{NHYN ULIUUNS, MUSAUUURNNUS Gt
<UrusSustuL 2uru4us quLUsU3h <U3UUSULEUSS BLUBNESHNS PLUNL:

‘U wpannn il dp e wenl dkgh. “Ubpkgh p ghpuap’. plisyglu ku upplgh Ak, onp wy
upiplgly ghpap: Uun z/ popnpp whf glunial pl il wpwlpinbibpu bp, Epl ulp nibkiup hpupm
hwbipkuy”

PGoh hwdwp d6é wwwnhe dpb tp pEllwéne pllwy ébp pEiht wewelnprulwl wwwnolh,
hwuwnwuinnudngp LnphlG Unipp Odnuphiel S, S, Quipbight 2. UWdklw)t <wing Ywpnnhynuhl:
Connbtgh pGYGwdniphibu (nipg dunwénidl e wnoppt Ytpe:  <puwithpnibguy GBpLGwy ppwin
pOwnpnuetiwl G 25 Uwihuhl hG6h nipwilu nepp inpnikgui pk étip Gnp plunpbw, wewebnpnb G:

bepbe plunptiwg wewelnpn GYwwnws Y, hndntwlwl dunwhngnipbwdp by guny, Ytnohl
ntwptpn np Up pwdlt dbp ptidp: 8phunnu hip Yp wwinquidt dkgh np “ghpuwinp uhpbgh p” Npwkugh
wi2tuwinh ghunbwy) 86n hbplniphiln:

Udpnne Yhwlphu plpwghl Gbpz0sniwé B0 hngbunpwlwbbtpny pbnwGhphu Gk, hOswtu
GwtiL 0G0wnnpbGpnyY:  Ulnbg dhengwt Ynpgwé &i nibbOwy UYnpndp b hwuwnpp  dwpugbing
wuwwnniny B 20nphpny, Ge nlt; GYGnGghlt wGdtwywhd htwwppppniphlbbbptu wewe:  <ngtinp
nuwuwnhwpwyniphthu Unipp Fodhwéhh, bpnwuwntdh bu Unipp Lkputuh dte, gnjg wnuwd B0 hash
dhnphilp Be gbinGgyniphilp <wyg. Bubnbghht Br wqghlh: Uhpun Shpne dwybhG hbunbuwe G
dwrwytin pEAhG hwdw)Opbtpnih dte, wrwebnpntiine dbp tiphunwuwpnbbnp, wwpkgbtpp B panp
Shpng wpwpwolbbnp wewlg funpnipbwh: UAEG wlgwd np Uunniwd Unswid L hOsh dwewgtin,



dhw jwrwg qugwd bd wikih Gnihpnuing G swewjwuhpnipbwidp dbp Shpne G Pp wewpbinupebw
hwdwn wzfuwphh Ypuwy:

Wu wwpniwy 26 UwjhuhG, Gpp 4p wwuwpwgkth U. Qphgnp Lnwuwenphs GUtnkgung dte,
hwdawyap dp np Swewjwéd Gd wibh pwb 15 viwphbbp, wwunpwun qgugh “pwngn |niép” nbkint
nwutipniu ypwy hpptie a6p wewebnpnp: Uwuwyl wbglnn dh pwOh pwpwplbpp wodbwwtu ndniwp
Gnwd GO hGéh:

tunpnibly  dwwénudl G wnoppt Ytpg, wju wwhnwu (wiwgnb (nénudp whwnh  pppwy,
Qulwuwwih <wyng BEYHG G hwiwunwgbw bGpnib hwidwp, np wewydd pwanithd hppbr pGunptuwg
wrwelnpn: Yp hwiwwnwd np wyu gbnbghy pbdp pniddwb ppewbh dp Gk wkuip b dinGk: MEwp t
Ih2tihp np Gpp Unupp UhienG Yp hbnnih dbp dpwy, dypunneebiwb ywhnil, wohlw Y'priwy ununnedh
G Gnithpnudh wwhp dGp Gnp Yewbphh: Wu dhienGp, U. <nghhb Gawlp, wtwp £ gnjg wnw) et dbp
wrwpbinuehibp Gty | G wopwdwb: U. UhtenOp Yp qopwghl Gt GEpnud fuGnpbine, Gpp GGpdw
wkwpp ) LEpnodp Gpwb E pniddwb G nudh:

Up funphpd np hwiwwpp nohp, wOdowlywl hwlwewyniehtGObpp Gty Ynnd nbbine G
nhwbwint d6p Shpng 3huntu Pphuwnnup G d6p hnyhibbpnh hbwn G Juunwhhp hd pwnibiniu
hwdwn:  ubnptd pbnnebbgtp np (wwwgnyb Gnikpp np dGgh Ypbwd inwp wju ndniwp Yugnipbw
nOpwgphh, pwanthy £ 6L pnnny np Uunnuwsd wewebnpnt dbgq wju ndnuwn Yugneptwb dke: Ujuon
witith gopwgwé Gd hwiwwnpny dwewjbint Uunnwéng: Yp funphhd gk nppwl np ndnwwp £, pwg G
wbwku, (wewagn)al b Qubwwnwih hwiwwnwgbw oGpne hwdwp:

Ppwwlku wuin qqugnuwé GBI np ghu pbunpwé tp dbg wewelnpnbint:  Uydd, hppbie <wy
hngtiinpwlwa, Yp fulnpbd deqit np “ghpwp uppkp” wjbwtu hOoswktu np phuinnu uhptg atig bt
ophltg dtq hp jwitpdwywb ophGnuphtbGtpny:

Uhyun whuinh wwhbd d6p JuuinwhniphiGp hGdh hwinkw d6q wewelnpnbint: Mwwnpwuwn G
swrw)tint Shpng, Gu bp quitwyGtpnia nup np (hGho wanGp: Gu Gelk wwwauwihb, Shpne Ywdpl £ np
Gu dtigh dwrwjty, hGSh hwdwp wwuwnhe whunh pwy: funbwphwpwnp Yo fubnpbd np wnopkp hash
hwdwn, hOoswku np Gu Ywnopbd Shpng ophGniphtbbtpnis hwdwn d6p Ypw), Uwp Upne U.
Eodhwdéhh, Yehwhwe <ugpwwtn Qupbght A-h GL Uuwnniény pninp quitwybGpnet hwdwp:

UhbgbL aGp juwonnn wnnGunuphilp:
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UnybophGwy:
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