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June L3, 201"3

To Our Beloved Armenian Faithful:

For more than L700 years, Armenians have prided themselves in, and defined themselves by, their dedication to
their Christ ian faith and their commitment to a deeply democratic and civi l ized value system. Historical ly, we have
been passionate about our Church and devoted to the tenants of our Christ ian doctrine, and have worked t irelessly
for generations to preserve our identity and protect our future.

Canadian-Armenians have been no different. We greatly value and protect both our Church, our Clergy and our
Communit ies. We stand tal l  as stewards of democracy, our constitut ional r ight to rel igious practice and our
inalienable r ight to free speech. These are, undeniably, what enables and keeps a civi l  society.

However, i t  is with great shock and dismay that we are confronted in recent days by public behaviours that go
beyond any reasonable scope of civi l i ty, legit imacy or legali ty,.,what we are now experiencing has become nothing
short of un-Christ ian behaviour. Verbal and written attacks have been issued against members of our Clergy,
volunteer leaders of the Diocesan Council  and specif ic members of our Church communit ies across the country.
The attacks are threatening, mean spir i ted, antagonistic, i l l - informed, damaging and demoralizing. Addit ionally
pathet ic  is  that  the authors of  such s lander  cont inue to  h ide under  the cowardly  umbrel la  of  anonymity .

We are appalled, disgusted and condemn these aggressive and slanderous tactics and wil l  not al low such bullying
and malice to be confused with free speech. We demand an end to such outlandishness, wickedness and spite and
commit to using every legal means possible to weed out and prosecute the hateful few, and ensure that we protect
the good and virtuous majority of faithful within the Armenian Church of Canada. We cannot imagine that any
Armenian who is  t rue to  our  Church and our  communi ty  would condone or  encourage any of  these behaviours.

Notwithstanding the legit imate election outcomes fol lowing a legal, transparent and democratic Annual Assembly
process, unlawful and unchrist ian behaviour wil l  not be tolerated within our Diocese. We are better than thisl We
are stronger than this! We urge al l  of our membership to join us in stopping these damaging and destructive
attacks.

lf  any member of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of Canada has any questions, concerns or comments, they
should direct them to our attention specif ical ly and we wil l  respond accordingly.

We are resi l ient because of our Ancestry, and remain hopeful ly for a unif ied and robust future... for the t ies that
bind us as Armenians wil l  always be stronger than that which threatens to divide.

Yours in Christ,

2013 Diocesan Council
Armenian Church of  Canada


